
 

WELCOME  
FUTURE WOLVES 

 
 

 
TRANSITION GUIDE 

Owen Sound District Secondary School 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Together We Are Strong 
 

Welcome to Owen Sound District Secondary 
School. Our school is located on the traditional 
territory of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, which is 
represented by the communities of Saugeen First 
Nation and Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First 
Nation. Founded in 2016, OSDSS is a school 
rooted in the deep traditions and histories of two 
superb institutions in the Bluewater District School 
Board: Owen Sound Collegiate and Vocational 
Institute and West Hill Secondary School: our 
motto is “together we are strong.”  We are proud to 
welcome you into our school community as a 
member of our Wolf Pack. 
 
OSDSS is an accepting and dynamic school that 
provides excellent opportunities for our students. 
We welcome all students to further develop their 

academic potential while they pursue their own paths and continue their educational journeys 
by becoming more competent, capable, and celebrated individuals.  
 
Though considered a large school, we pride ourselves that we feel like a small, connected 
community. Our dedicated staff work tirelessly to foster relationships with our students and 
ensure that all of our students feel supported, challenged, healthy, safe, and engaged.  
We encourage our students to immerse themselves fully in their high school experience by 
taking part in our many and varied extracurricular activities. We celebrate with our students 
their many accomplishments, both inside and outside the classroom.  
 
This booklet is designed to encourage both students and parents/guardians to keep themselves 
informed about the many opportunities available at OSDSS. The goal is to provide information 
that will help in the decision-making that occurs around the course selection process during the 
Grade 8 to Grade 9 transition and to excite the students about becoming active in our rich 
school culture. As always, please do not hesitate to ask should you have any questions. 
 
Again, we extend a warm welcome to our OSDSS Wolves Class of 2025! We look forward to 
seeing you here in Grade 9 next fall.  
 
All the best,  
 
Jeff Brookshaw  Maureen Radbourne   Laurie Trudell 
Principal   Vice Principal   Vice Principal 
(519) 376-6050 ext. 527 (519) 376-6050 ext. 525     (519) 376-6050 ext. 526 
jeff_brookshaw@bwdsb.on.ca maureen_radbourne@bwdsb.on.ca laurie_trudell@bwdsb.on.ca 
 

 
 



 

       Selecting Your Level of Study  
 
In Grade Nine, students have a choice between academic, applied, and locally-developed courses. At 
OSDSS, we strongly urge students and parents to consider their options carefully and consult with their 
teachers and guidance counsellors before making a final decision regarding course selections. Finding 
the right fit for you is very important to your success in high school. 
 

Academic Courses “D” 
 

Student met or exceeded Grade 8 expectations: 
• has a mark of at least 70% in current subject 

area 
• has good to excellent learning skills on report 

card 
• has the ability to apply skills to familiar and 

unfamiliar situations  
• completes tasks with limited assistance and 

has excellent organizational skills  
• responds well to rigorous and demanding 

programs  
• completes homework often 
• demonstrates insightful responses  
• is capable of independent inquiry  
• learns best through both theory and practical 

applications  
• achieved a level 3 or higher on EQAO 

assessments 

Applied Courses “P” 
 
Student satisfactorily completed Grade 8 
expectations: 
• has a current mark between 50% - 70% in 

current subject area 
• has satisfactory to good learning skills on 

report card 
• benefits from repetition and a practical 

approach when encountering new concepts 
• completes tasks with assistance and may 

require support with their organizational skills  
• some homework expected 
• prefers practical and concrete hands-on 

assignments to those requiring abstract 
thought  

• requires encouragement to read independently 
or silently 

• responds well to teacher-organized learning 
• achieved level 1 or 2 on EQAO assessments 
 

Locally-Developed Courses “L” 
 
Student is working below grade level upon 
entering Grade Nine: 
• currently benefits from a modified program 
• requires re-teaching of most concepts/skills 
• is a reluctant or struggling reader and writer 

who works best orally 
• requires one-on-one support to promote best 

learning 
• prefers hands-on learning with continuous 

reinforcement 
• assignments are completed in class 
Note: “locally-developed” means that the 
curriculum has been developed by the school 
board because the provincial curriculum does not 
include a course at this level in all subjects.  

Open Courses “O” 
 

Appropriate for all students entering Grade Nine: 
• expectations are suitable for all learners 
• will provide students with a broad educational 

base in optional or elective courses (i.e. art, 
music, physical education, tech, etc.) 

 
 

Destreamed Courses 
 

The Ministry of Education has announced that 
Grade 9 mathematics will be destreamed starting 
in September of 2021, meaning that students will 
not be required to choose between academic and 
applied math.  

 



 

Frequently-Asked 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Why is it so important to be enrolled in the correct program in grade 9? 
• Studies indicate that students who fail a credit in grade 9 are at a higher risk of 

dropping out of high school. This risk increases with the number of grade 9 
courses failed.  

• Students who are inappropriately placed are sometimes unable to switch to a more 
appropriate level because the course may not be offered in the same time slot or 
during the same semester, or the course may be full.  

 
2. Do all the courses I take have to be the same type?  

• No. For each subject you should consider your strengths and skills. For example, 
you can do Math and Science at one level and English or Geography at another 
level, based on your abilities in each subject.  

 
3. If I choose Applied courses, does that end any chances of going to university? 

• Everyone who plans to enter university directly from high school needs ENG4U 
(Grade 12 university-preparation English). The path to this course starts with 
grade 9 academic English (ENG1D). You do not need all of your courses at the 
academic level to get into some university programs.  

• Many colleges and universities work together to create pathways from college to 
university. 
 

4. How important is the grade 8 teacher’s recommendation?  
• Consistently, grade 8 teachers’ recommendations are accurate and allow students 

to have a good start in high school. Grade 8 teachers have spent a significant 
amount of time working with their students and have a good grasp of their 
abilities. 

 
5. What if I have more questions?  

• Please contact the teachers, Guidance Counsellors, or Student Success Teachers at 
OSDSS at (519) 376-6050 ext. 235. We are happy to help!  

 
 

All students should have the opportunity to be challenged and to be successful. 
Finding the right level of study can ensure a productive and positive high school experience. 

 
Our Graduates’ Qualities:  

Innovation, Adaptability, Advocacy, Resiliency, Self-direction 

 
 

 



 

 

 
OSDSS offers the most 

extensive French 
Immersion program in 

our area. 
 
A certificate in French 
Immersion will be granted 
when a student successfully 
completes four (4) Français 
language courses, and six (6) 
courses in other subjects taught 
in French - a total of 10 courses.  
 
A certificate in Extended 
French will be granted if a 
student successfully completes 
four (4) Français language 
courses, and three (3) courses in 
other subjects taught in French - 
a total of 7 courses. 
 

Course Offerings in our 
French Immersion 

Program (Grades 9-12): 
 

Drama (ADA) 
Geography (CGC) 

History (CHC) 
Civics (CHV) 
French (FIF) 

Career Studies (GLC) 
Human Development (HHG) 

Physical Education (PPL) 
 
 

 

French Immersion 
Programming 

 
 
The Specialist High Skills Major Program is a Ministry-approved 
specialized program that allows students to focus their learning on a 
specific economic sector while meeting the requirements for the 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) and assists in their 
transition from secondary school to apprenticeship training, college, 
university, or the workplace. 
 
Students in Grade 9 are encouraged to consider their long-term 
goals and to consider a SHSM in Grades 11 and 12. 
 
OSDSS is proud to offer 7 different SHSM Programs to engage our 
learners:  

Agriculture 
Arts and Culture (Hairstyling and Aesthetics) 

Construction 
Health and Wellness 

Manufacturing 
Transportation 

Sports and Leadership (pending ministry approval) 
 
Through partnerships with local businesses, non-profit 
organizations, and post-secondary institutions, SHSM students have 
opportunities to gain valuable experiences in their SHSM sector.  
 
Students completing the SHSM requirements receive a unique 
designation on their Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 
recognizing their achievements.  
 
Specialist High Skills Majors help students gain confidence in their 
ability to succeed, and see the connections between their studies, the 
world beyond high school, and their future careers. 
 
 
 

 



 

  THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
Graduation Requirements 

 
Students require 30 credits to earn their Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).   
Grade Nine students will take 6 compulsory credits and select 2 electives.        
            

Required Compulsory Credits 
Required 

# of 
Courses 

Required Grade 
Nine Credits 

English* 4 ü  
French 1 ü  
Mathematics 3 ü  
Science 2 ü  
Canadian Geography 1 ü  
Canadian History 1  
Arts 1  
Physical Education 1 ü  
Civics ½  
Career Studies ½  
Group 1 
(an additional English, French, Native or international 
language, or Social Science and the Humanities, or 
Canadian and World Studies, or Guidance and Career 
Education, or Cooperative Education credit**) 

1  

Group 2 
(an additional Health and Physical Education, or 
the Arts, or Business, or French as a second language, or 
Cooperative Education credit**) 

1  

Group 3 
(a Computer Studies (Gr. 10-12), or Science (Gr. 11-12), or 
a Technological Education (Gr. 9-12), or French as a 
second language, or Cooperative Education credit**) 

1  

Total Required Credits 18  
Total Elective Credits 
The remaining credits are options chosen by the 
student.  

 
12 

 
ü  
ü  

(Business, Art, Drama, Music, 
Integrated Technology, Design 
Tech, Food and Nutrition) 

Total Credits to earn OSSD 30  
Grade 10 Literacy Test 
Each student must successfully pass the OSSLT 
or complete the Grade 12 Literacy course. 

  

Community Service Hours 
Each student must complete 40 hours of 
voluntary community service and submit their 
hours, upon completion, to Student Services. 

  

*A maximum of 3 credits in English as a second language (ESL) or English literacy 
development (ELD) may be counted towards the 4 compulsory credits in English, the 
fourth must be a credit earned for a Grade 12 compulsory English course. 
 **A maximum of 2 credits in Cooperative Education may count as compulsory credits.  
 
 



 

  THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 
Certificate Requirements 

 
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC) will be granted, upon request, to those 
students who leave school before earning the OSSD, provided the student has earned a 
minimum of fourteen credits.  
 

Required Compulsory Credits Required # 
of Courses 

English 2 
Canadian Geography or Canadian History 1 
Mathematics 1 
Science 1 
Arts or Technological Education 1 
Physical Education 1 
Total Elective Credits 
The remaining credits are options chosen by the 
student. 

7 

Total Credits to earn Certificate 14 
 
 

THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL  
CERTIFICATE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT 

 
The Certificate of Accomplishment (C of A) may be earned by those students who 
complete K courses. K courses consist of alternative expectations that are developed to 
help students with special education needs acquire knowledge and skills that are not 
represented in the Ontario curriculum. Because they are not part of a subject or a course 
outlines in the provincial curriculum documents, alternative expectations are considered 
to constitute alternative programs or alternative courses. Some students may remain in 
secondary school for up to 7 years, with a planned Community Living Pathway. Students 
may experience a specific K course subject area twice in one year. Each experience will 
be unique with its own K course code and learning goals consistent with those recorded 
on the student’s IEP. At the secondary level, the students are not granted credits for the 
successful completion of a K course that consists of alternative expectations. 

 
EXAMPLES of K Courses offered at OSDSS 

KAL Creative Arts for Enjoyment and Expression 
KCW Exploring Our World 
KEN Language and Communication Development 
KGL Personal Life Skills 
KHI Culinary Skills 
KNM Numeracy and Numbers 
KPF Personal Health and Fitness 
KPH Choice Making for Healthy Living 
KPP Self-Help and Self-Care 
KSN Exploring Our Environment 

 
 
 
 



 

COMPULSORY COURSE SELECTIONS 
(choose one level in each subject) 

 
ENGLISH  
ENG1LI: (Grade 9, Locally-Developed) ENGLISH  
This course provides foundational literacy and communication skills to prepare students for success in 
their daily lives, in the workplace, and in the English Grade 11 Workplace Preparation course. The 
course is organized by strands that develop listening and talking skills, reading and viewing skills, and 
writing skills. In all strands, the focus is on developing foundational literacy skills and in using language 
clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. Students develop strategies and put into practice 
the processes involved in talking, listening, reading, viewing, writing, and thinking, and reflect regularly 
upon their growth in these areas.  
 
ENG1PI: (Grade 9, Applied) ENGLISH  
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing and media literacy 
skills students need for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will read, interpret and 
create a variety of informational, literary and graphic texts. An important focus will be on identifying 
and using appropriate strategies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help 
them communicate clearly and effectively. The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 
applied English course, which leads to college or workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.  
 
ENG1DI: (Grade 9, Academic) ENGLISH  
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing and media literacy skills 
that students need for success in their secondary school academic programs and in their daily lives. 
Students will analyze literary texts from contemporary and historical periods, interpret informational and 
graphic texts, and create oral, written and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be 
on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. The course is intended to prepare 
students for the Grade 10 academic English course, which leads to university or college preparation 
courses in Grades 11 and 12.  
 
CANADIAN & WORLD STUDIES 
CGC1PI or CGC1PL: (Grade 9, Applied) CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY  
This course focuses on current geographic issues that affect Canadians. Students will draw on their 
personal and everyday experiences as they explore a range of issues, including food and water supplies, 
competing land uses, and interactions with the natural environment, developing their awareness that 
issues that affect their lives are interconnected with issues in other parts of the world. Students will 
apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic inquiry process, including spatial 
technologies, to investigate choices related to sustainable living in Canada.  
Note: CGC1PL – Equivalent course for French Immersion students  
 
CGC1DI or CGC1DL: (Grade 9, Academic) CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY 
This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and human systems and 
how these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the world. Students will explore 
environmental, economic, and social geographic issues relating to topics such as transportation options, 
energy choices, and urban development. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the 
geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic issues and 
to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable place to live.  
Note: CGC1DL – Equivalent course for French Immersion students 
 
 



 

FRENCH 
FSF1PI: (Grade 9, Applied) CORE FRENCH  
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French in structured 
situations on everyday topics and to apply their knowledge of French in everyday situations. Students 
will continue to develop language knowledge and skills introduced in the elementary Core French 
program, through practical applications and concrete examples, and will use creative and critical 
thinking skills in various ways. They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse 
French-speaking communities, and will develop the skills necessary to become life-long language 
learners. 
 
FSF1DI: (Grade 9, Academic) CORE FRENCH  
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in French with increasing 
independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to their daily lives. Students will continue to 
develop language knowledge and skills by using language-learning strategies introduced in the 
elementary Core French program, and will apply creative and critical thinking skills in various ways. 
They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, 
and will develop the skills necessary to become lifelong language learners.  
 
FIF1PI: (Grade 9, Applied) FRENCH IMMERSION  
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and exchange information in French in a 
variety of real-life situations, with support as appropriate. Students will develop the key listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills introduced in the elementary French Immersion program. They will 
also increase their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and will 
develop skills necessary for lifelong language learning.  
Prerequisite: Minimum of 3800 hours of French instruction, or equivalent  
 
FIF1DI: (Grade 9, Academic) FRENCH IMMERSION  
This course provides opportunities for students to speak and interact in French independently in a 
variety of real life and personally relevant contexts. Students will develop their skills in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing, as well their ability to communicate in French with confidence, by using 
language learning strategies introduced in the elementary French Immersion program. Students will 
enhance their knowledge of the French language through the study of French Canadian literature. They 
will also increase their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-speaking communities, and 
will develop skills necessary for lifelong language learning.  
Prerequisite: Minimum of 3800 hours of French instruction, or equivalent 
 
MATH 
MAT1LI: (Grade 9, Locally-Developed) MATHEMATICS  
This course emphasizes further development of mathematical knowledge and skills to prepare students 
for success in their everyday lives. The course is organized by three strands related to money sense, 
measurement, and proportional reasoning. In all strands, the focus is on developing and consolidating 
key foundational mathematical concepts and skills by solving authentic, everyday problems. Students 
have opportunities to further develop their mathematical literacy and problem-solving skills and to 
continue developing their skills in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical 
math activities.  
 
MAT1?I: (Grade 9, Destreamed) MATHEMATICS 
The Ministry of Education has announced that Grade 9 mathematics will be destreamed starting in 
September of 2021, meaning that students will not be required to choose between academic and applied 
math. When we receive more information about this new, destreamed course, we will post it on our 
Transitions website at https://osdss.weebly.com/grade-9-program.html .  



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PPL1OF or PPL1OL: (Grade 9, Open) HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING (FEMALE) 
This course equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy choices now and 
lead healthy, active lives in the future. Through participation in a wide range of physical activities, 
students develop knowledge and skills related to movement competence and personal fitness that 
provide a foundation for active living. Students also acquire an understanding of the factors and skills 
that contribute to healthy development and learn how their own well-being is affected by, and affects, 
the world around them. Students build their sense of self, learn to interact positively with others, and 
develop their ability to think critically and creatively.  
Note: PPL1OL – Equivalent course for French Immersion students 
 
PPL1OM or PPL1OL: (Grade 9, Open) HEALTHY ACTIVE LIVING (MALE) 
This course equips students with the knowledge and skills they need to make healthy choices now and 
lead healthy, active lives in the future. Through participation in a wide range of physical activities, 
students develop knowledge and skills related to movement competence and personal fitness that 
provide a foundation for active living. Students also acquire an understanding of the factors and skills 
that contribute to healthy development and learn how their own well-being is affected by, and affects, 
the world around them. Students build their sense of self, learn to interact positively with others, and 
develop their ability to think critically and creatively.  
Note: PPL1OL – Equivalent course for French Immersion students 
 
SCIENCE 
SNC1LI: (Grade 9, Locally-Developed) SCIENCE  
This course reinforces and strengthens science-related knowledge and skills, including scientific inquiry, 
critical thinking and the relationship between science, society, and the environment, to prepare students 
for success everyday life, in the workplace and in the Science Grade 11 Workplace Preparation course. 
Students explore a range of topics including science in daily life, properties of common materials, life-
sustaining processes in simple and complex organisms, and electrical circuits. Students have the 
opportunity to extend mathematical and scientific process skills and to continue developing their skills 
in reading, writing, and oral language through relevant and practical science activities.  
 
SNC1PI: (Grade 9, Applied) SCIENCE  
This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, 
earth and space science, and physics, and to apply their knowledge of science to everyday situations. 
They are also given opportunities to develop practical skills related to scientific investigation. Students 
will plan and conduct investigations into practical problems and issues related to the impact of human 
activity on ecosystems; the structure and properties of elements and compounds; space exploration and 
the components of the universe; and static and current electricity.  
 
SNC1DI: (Grade 9, Academic) SCIENCE  
This course enables students to develop their understanding of basic concepts in biology, chemistry, 
earth and space science, and physics, and to relate science to technology, society, and the environment. 
Throughout the course, students will develop their skills in the processes of scientific investigation. 
Students will acquire an understanding of scientific theories and conduct investigations related to 
sustainable ecosystems; atomic and molecular structures and the properties of elements and compounds; 
the study of the universe and its properties and components; and the principles of electricity.  

 



 

ELECTIVE COURSE SELECTIONS 
(choose two elective courses) 

 
ARTS 
ADA1OI: (Grade 9, Open) DRAMA  
This course provides opportunities for students to explore dramatic forms and techniques, using material 
from a wide range of sources and cultures. Students will use the elements of drama to examine situations 
and issues that are relevant to their lives. Students will create, perform, discuss, and analyse drama, and 
then reflect on the experiences to develop an understanding of themselves, the art form, and the world 
around them.  
 
AMU1OI: (Grade 9, Open) INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
This course emphasizes the creation and performance of music at a level consistent with previous 
experience and is aimed at developing technique, sensitivity, and imagination. Students will develop 
musical literacy skills by using the creative and critical analysis processes in composition, performance, 
and a range of reflective and analytical activities. Students will develop an understanding of the 
conventions and elements of music and of safe practices related to music, and will develop a variety of 
skills transferable to other areas of their life. 
 
AVI1OI: (Grade 9, Open) VISUAL ARTS  
This course is exploratory in nature, offering an overview of visual arts as a foundation for further study. 
Students will become familiar with the elements and principles of design and the expressive qualities of 
various materials by using a range of media, processes, techniques, and styles. Students will use the 
creative and critical analysis processes and will interpret art within a personal, contemporary, and 
historical context.  
 
BUSINESS 
BTT1OI: (Grade 9, Open) INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY IN 
BUSINESS  
This course introduces students to information and communication technology in a business 
environment and builds a foundation of digital literacy skills necessary for success in a technologically 
driven society. Students will develop word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop publishing, 
presentation software, and website design skills. Throughout the course, there is an emphasis on digital 
literacy, effective electronic research and communication skills and current issues related to the impact 
of information and communication technology.  
 
LEARNING STRATEGIES 
GLE1OI: (Grade 9, Open) LEARNING STRATEGIES: SKILLS FOR SUCCESS IN 
SECONDARY SCHOOL  
This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more independent learners. 
Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy and numeracy skills, personal management skills, 
and interpersonal and teamwork skills to improve their learning and achievement in school, the 
workplace, and the community. The course helps students build confidence and motivation to pursue 
opportunities for success in secondary school and beyond.  
Prerequisite: Recommendation of Learning Resource Teacher or Principal. Student should have an IEP 
or IPRC. 
 
 
  



 

FOOD AND NUTRITION 
HFN2OI: (Grade 10, Open) FOOD AND NUTRITION  
This course focuses on guidelines for making nutritious food choices. Students will investigate factors 
that influence food choices, including beliefs, attitudes, current trends, traditional eating patterns, food 
marketing strategies, and individual needs. Students will also explore the environmental impact of a 
variety of food choices at the local and global level. The course provides students with opportunities to 
develop food preparation skills and introduces them to the use of social science research methods in the 
area of food and nutrition. Focus is on the practical aspects of nutrition, food preparation, and health and 
safety.  
Note: Students in Grade 9 are able to select this course as an elective. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
TIJ1OI: (Grade 9, Open) EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY  
This course enables students to further explore and develop technological knowledge and skills 
introduced in the elementary science and technology program. Students will be given the opportunity to 
design and create products and/or provide services related to the various technological areas or 
industries, working with a variety of tools, equipment, and software commonly used in industry. 
Students will develop an awareness of environmental and societal issues, and will begin to explore 
secondary and postsecondary education and training pathways leading to careers in technology-related 
fields. 
 
TDJ1OI: (Grade 9, Open) EXPLORING TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN  
This exploratory course introduces students to concepts and skills related to technological design, which 
involves the development of solutions to various design challenges and the fabrication of models or 
prototypes of those solutions. Students will develop an awareness of related environmental and societal 
issues, and will begin to explore secondary and postsecondary pathways leading to careers in the field.  
Note: This course is taught in a computer lab and will focus on the use of computerized tools, including 
CAD/CAM, graphic design, animation, and programming. 
 

 
 
Course Prerequisites 
Most of our Grade Nine courses do not have course prerequisites. However, as students move into 
Grades 10 to 12, some courses will build upon the knowledge and skills developed in another course. 
These courses that provide required background, skills and training are known as prerequisites for 
courses that follow. It is important to consider course selections carefully to ensure that the proper 
prerequisites are met. More information can be provided through our Guidance office as well as from 
the Ministry of Education curriculum documents. 
 
The Course Selection Process 
• Visit our Transitions website at https://osdss.weebly.com for short videos 

about many of our courses.   
• You can download the course selection worksheet from our Transitions 

website: https://osdss.weebly.com/course-selection.html.  
• Students can plan their education pathway at MyBluePrint by visiting 

https://myblueprint.ca. Your teacher can help you with your login if you 
have forgotten it.  
 

 



 

               

 
Our classroom teachers, guidance counsellors, student success team, learning resource teachers, 
administration, educational support staff, office professionals and custodians ALL want to help you 
succeed and will encourage you to be your best self both in and outside of school. We are here to 
help you, not only with your transition to high school, but throughout your entire time at OSDSS.  
 
The following is a list of youth-friendly supports that are also available through our school and/or our 
community.  
 
Food for Thought 
• FREE breakfast and lunch each day in the 

front foyer 
• available to all students 
 
Public Health Nurse  
• Jen Ottewell visits OSDSS all day on 

Fridays, in the Lounge 
• student success teachers, guidance 

counsellors, and principals can refer students 
• no charge for services 
 
Choices School Counsellor  
• Anne Marie Vachon visits OSDSS all day 

on Tuesdays  
• student success teachers, guidance 

counsellors, and principals can refer students 
• no charge for services 
 
Keystone Child Youth and Family Services 
• http://www.keystonebrucegrey.org/  
• 1793 3rd Ave. W., Owen Sound 
• 519-371-4773 
• Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
• no referrals necessary 
• no charge for services 
 
Family Health Services 
• your doctor can connect you to counselling 

services covered through OHIP, a 
nutritionist, and more 

• if your doctor is part of the Owen Sound 
Family Health Team, you can access mental 
health supports there (call 519-470-3030)  

• no charge for services 
 

Wes for Youth 
• https://wesforyouthonline.ca/  
• free online counselling service  
• for youth ages 13-24 
 
Kids’ Help Phone 
• https://kidshelpphone.ca  
• 1-800-668-6868 
• chat with a counsellor online, on the phone, 

or via text 
• available 24/7 
• no charge for services 

 
Canadian Mental Health Association – 
Choices (General Access) 
• www.cmhagb.org  
• 207-1101 2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound 
• 519-371-5487 
• appointment times to fit your schedule 
• no charge for services 

 
Southwest Ontario Aboriginal Health Access 
Centre (SOAHAC) 
• https://soahac.on.ca/service/owen-sound/  
• 733 9th Ave. E., Owen Sound 
• 1-877-454-0753 
• Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
• no charge for services 
 
211 
• Not sure who to call?  Start with 211 and get 

connected to the right information and 
services. 

• service available in over 150 languages 
• available 24/7

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By joining clubs and teams, you can 
• develop friendships 
• participate in a healthy lifestyle 
• gain valuable knowledge and skills 
• find employment  
• earn scholarships 
• demonstrate and celebrate your pride in your role and place in our 

school community 
• have fun!  
• take The Wolf Express (see next page)  

 
Please note: Student fees are collected to offset the costs of extra-curricular 
activities and the yearbook. Students who may require financial support to 
participate are strongly encouraged to see our Administration team.  
 

You will carry your high-school experiences with you for life. 
Make the most of your time in high school! 

 
We look forward to inviting students to join our many extracurricular clubs 
and teams after the current pandemic protocols are lifted.  

 

Wolfy 
Our sports teams are known as the Wolves, and we are represented by our 
mascot Wolfy. Our staff and students strive to exemplify the wolf’s 
character traits of humility, strength, and devotion to community and family. 
The wolf finds its greatest strength as part of a pack.  

Welcome to the Wolf Pack, Class of 2025! 

Clubs and 
Activities  
• Choir 
• Concert Band 
• Envirothon 
• Gay-Straight Alliance 
• International Trips and 

Exchanges 
• Jazz Band 
• Knitting Club  
• Link Crew 
• Math Contests 
• Prom Committee 
• Skills Competitions  
• Stratford Shakespeare Trips 
• Student Council 
• Tech. Crew 
• Wilderness Camping  
• Yearbook Committee 

Sports Teams 
• Badminton 
• Baseball 
• Basketball 
• Cross-Country Running 
• Curling 
• Field Lacrosse 
• Football 
• Golf 
• Gymnastics 
• Hockey 
• Mountain Biking 
• Nordic Skiing 
• Rugby 
• Soccer 
• Special Olympics 
• Swimming 
• Tennis 
• Track and Field 
• Volleyball 

 



 
 
 
  

GET INVOLVED! 
See our list of extra-curriculars to find something that interests YOU! 

LISTEN to MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
to find out when events are happening – or check out the  

purple Announcements board outside the office. 
 

The free OSDSS After-School Extra-Curricular Bus 
 

• The bus will run Monday to Thursday if there is demand – students must plan ahead and sign up 
at lunch on the days they need the bus.  

• Get a free ticket in the main office before 12:40 p.m. each day. 
• Meet your bus at the front of the school (bus loop) by 5:15 p.m.   
• Departure time is 5:20 p.m. sharp.  
• Hand your ticket to the bus driver going to your location. 
 
After the pandemic protocols are lifted, we will be pleased to offer the WOLF EXPRESS once again! 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“For the strength of the pack is the wolf,  
and the strength of the wolf is the pack.” 

~ Rudyard Kipling ~ 
 

 
Visit our Transitions website: 

https://osdss. weebly.com 

 
 

 
Visit our official website: 

https://osdss.bwdsb.on.ca 

 

 
Visit our Youtube Channel: 

Wolfpack Productions 

 

Use the camera app on your smartphone to take photos of the QR codes above,  
which will open the websites in your internet browser app. 

 

Follow OSDSS on Instagram: 
@osdss_official 

 
If you have an Instagram account, use the 
camera app on your smartphone to scan the 
QR code, which will open the Instagram app 
so you can follow us quickly and easily.  

 

Follow OSDSS on Twitter: 
@OSDSS_Official 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To receive instant notifications of bus 
cancellations and other school news, turn on  
notifications in our profile (using the Twitter 
app, follow us and click the bell). 

 

750 9th Street West, Owen Sound, Ontario  N4K 3P6  ~  519-376-6050 
 


